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and 1he Specialisl Hospital,
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ILis pertinent 1o natesat this
poinl thal some seclors we
lake for granted here are the
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lourism and zoological seclor
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(2Tim: 1:T)
Il is obvious that Jesus
conceived that to “follow
him truly™ is not an easy
lask: it is not a place of
comfort. Christianily is not a
bed of roses ILis @ one-way
adventure that does not
leok back nor lake time to
look and gather pleasures
and pleasurable seen by
the'sides of the highway, A
Christian does nol laogk
back! he is not bothered by
obslacles on the way. The
mandale is 'Ihou musl keep
moving'. IF our fathers in
faith were drawn back by
fedar ol sword larture,
delainment and death, the
church wauld have nol
heen wherz || is now! ' he
chiurch is built on bloed. of
e martiys and Aposiles’
Christians need

lo be
Eouraceous, without lear
even o alh for Christ's
sake (Luke 9°24-25) Fear

should not excuse usfrom
God's work (el Jgs 7:10 -
11) bec God's love ta
surad|{cf Gen 46 3-
46) Fear stays away lram
Us as long as we. reman
faithful (cf. Joshua 145),

We are obliged to follow
Christ without fear because
il is only in Him that lhe
mission of our earthly life is
accomplished. We follow
him withoul fear because
we fear him than all olher
lear-inflicling agents on
aarth. This is why we don'l
seem lo lake note of pains
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we face i lhe course of

As the Psalmisl says:
“The Lord looks on those
who revere him, on those
who hope for his love, lo
rescue their souls from
dealth; to keep them alive in
famine” (Ps. 33:18-19).
When we fear lhe Lord and
serve him faithfully and
fearlessly he will grant us
prolection (Ps. 91:14-16)
and deliver us from (he
hands of our enemies @nd
those who hate us (Ps 44:5-
7,64 Q)

wing Christ withaut
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fear, there is a dire need |
always be ready and willing
from within to deny
ourselves some comlorts for
the sake ‘'of Christ. ‘We
should be ready to sacrifice
ourfeelings and desires for
the conversian of souls and
tor the good of (he chureh
and those around us. Our
life needs be good and
exemplary ane (Tilus 2:7)
such that in all things we
'please our brothers and
sisters for their bwn good in
order o bulld themupin failh
(Rom. 15:2),

We must persevera n
humility in the service of ane
andther (1Pet. 5:5b-7) and
never held back in doing
good because of olher
people’s view of us (el Prov.
29:25) so as not be rejecter
by God and man of good will,
We shauld not al all take:
offence no et discouraged
when we are insulled for the
cause of following Christ,

The pride of faithful
followers of Christ is in
shaming the devil. Even
when we falter, the fear of
God in us should compel us
lo come back to God and be
reconciled with him since it
15 unrealistic to deny our
human frailty (Ps. 51:5).

St. Paul prophesied that:
“The time will come when
people will nat listen 1o
sound doctrine, but will
follow their own desiresapd
will collect for thamse

them what Hhey naad o
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stening g e iy

their sl n o

legends® (2Tim «4:3) Thinis
ane ol the modarn

challenges of the
evangelical mission of the
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feal free to interprel |he
truths of faith in thelr own
ways as Il pleases (hem.
and lhey are not even afrald
1o teaGh Ihe self-made
gospels (o Glhers
Consequernlly (he Motk of

hrist Is scatlpred as
people are blown lell and
right by winds of Iheologles.
miracles, signs, and
wonders Il s nothing to
lear,
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image has given rise in

situations.

itsell biindfolded?

that being tilindfolded means
that Justice is fair and acts
without fear and favour.
In Imo Slate like elsewhere
In the world, Justice is also
blind; blind to the suffering
and- anguish of litigants
Pauperized by exlensive
judicial processes, poorly
motivated judicial staff who
are always owed backlogs of
Pays and often striking while
awailing trial mates languish
N prisons because of
Onerous bail conditions.
Records of Corruption in the
Ima State judiciary however
3re perhaps lowest in the
E2siemn region but there are
xjsti

to fhe
“1on of babies who
© prison terms with their

genuine apprehensions
about the appropriate uses of
the sward in evolving

How does Justice guide
In my view, justice would

have been belter served with
eyes wide open. Butl am told

Nigerian law

The elhnic
Preexisted English
society the detakbishe -0 .

with

The reforms of the Judiciary and
Administration of Justice In Imo State

he inlegral Universal
picture of Justice is
one of a8 woman

biindfolded and welding a
menacing sword, This scary

becomes the law when it is 2rchaic. Mare aften, ihe
inlerpreted. IF that were tha PO cedure for their
case, (he law is not knowable adm:mslranqn in nur_legar
untilitis interpreted; meaning  SYSem remains frustrating or
that legal rights and made_quate under scrutiny,
cbligations cannot be defined  THUS In every case before our
and undersiood until the [aw COUMS, itis not just the liligants
creating them are interpreted that are on Irizl bul the court
byacourt oflaw, Some school  SYStemitself. elaties
of thought also considers the  Indeed the adminislration
law as normative and L”‘T'CE ’:1. h}noftﬁh rs:ny\‘hlng
e 1 ul satisfac ary when we
r;:;e Sosnan::l;g e okcandc cansider the facl that modern
I/ think an understanding of ClVilizations are shaped by
the law embodies all of these  h€ir understanding and love
views in so far the law js [0 Justice which must not be
wnitlen, knowable and clearly 9elayed and always seen to
stated; bedone: bk
Our customary law 15 Il is a greal injustice to
however unwritten andone of 1ligants when litigation
the suggested reforms becomes endless ang
feeded is its codificalion Provocalively costly; when
usnngthérepugnancytest. judicial officers lose public
Onthe other hand, ourlegal Coffidence. |~ %
System s influenced by the  !nsome states i N_|g_ena e
English law. Each state in Problems of the Judiciary are
Nigeria has its. own legal “enstantly under scrutiny and
Sysiem under our federal 9@liberate efforts and policy
stiuclure. Even within a state, a0 [0 provide much needed
there can be a mullipficily of SUCcour.
legal systems under diverse. 10 L 290s. constant
cuslomary laws. monitering and
Indeed the saurces of IMplementation designs fo rid

me
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o be realistic, Jesus
did not tell the
disciples to go and

build temples and invite
pPeople fo come and receive
miracles and forlune-
oriented prophesies. The
church 1= mission; It is a
tough miss .. nf the
proclamation of the gospel
of repentance and salvation
through Christ. It is not an
assurance of success or well
being; as many churches
preach today: "A child of God
will not suffer”; “suffering is
not you portion” etc. The
evangelism of the true
gospel is really hindered by
allthese.

People have tagged fund
raising venlures different
biblical names to atiract
‘cuslomers”. This is nathing
to fear, because, it is not
compelition, as Jesus said

‘I no one praises God, the
stones will stand and praise
Him". The influence of
warldly forces and snares
should nol divert our
dedication and attention into
preaching the gospel of
Christ. (2Cor. 4:7). We oughl
la live like the early
Christians —a good example
of dedicated and fearless
followers of Chrisl. "They
only engaged themselves in
preaching and leaching the
message of salvation” (Acts
6:2), y

Preaching is mission and
not repulation or business.
i h) alk s why in
COMmissioning the twelve,
Jesus said: *Go. make this

and indeed the the judiciary of legal
AL e i

® customary faw Us quo |
law inour 2 discerni
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Following Christ Without Fear:

By William Shimbo Perseacull 01-1n is
v 0a, Bolava indi_spansable_‘in Iu_owmg
:::I":::I g:iilggpaid' ?[ML Christ (Mt 19-.15.-1;3-‘_1-?;""&_
10:8). 3_:12_}. Bui.j{}siﬂy 0 di &
St Francis of Assisi said: E‘Tﬁ;élh;' 5:10) E_Bca'-'sgﬁr
u::i:gr;;‘.':ar_sialkeu' about  brothers in faith and ma_‘mg‘
preachingin this article sp s them firm anﬁfeaﬂe;s :‘:e
lorefute he one-sided notion - 1S Nelpin the spread of!
that is recorded in us. Ifue faith. Even if we die,
Preaching entails living a darkness cannot nver_wlme
good life, worthy of Christ e light (Jn. 1:5). It is glory
followers, It is not only o be a "_"a_“l_f_rd?r _“:‘_5
proclaiming the gospel of Christian faith; the church is
Christ by words of mouth. In built by blood of the Maﬂylm
its real sense, as | just and Apostles. As you walk,
unveiled, itis the perfection of the devil will always ?“‘:] pt
following Christ withoul fear: tmmpactfear‘mym:, 0 E“;
the climax of the gospel in the YO back or distrac ‘iﬂumgh
life of mankind to the greater YOUr Steps no longer mate
glory of God. The mission Wilh those of the ;\a.s.. _r_:l
must be accomplished to Jesus you follow. ear no
God'sglory becausewe have And never give him Z
been called and chosen Chance. Rather pray anc
(2Pet. 1:10-11) not to suffer 2IWays renew your faith
but to give glory to God in all ESolution's with the Lord, to
things, even'if it means follow him without ear at all
suffering and death. limes till the end of your ife
» To walk carefully is to see here on earth. By God's
thal every step bears us Ce we can; and nothing
heavenward, to have our will hind s.
face always set lowards God St -
and our heart towards his will: 2dmoni
{0 have our etemal home jn afraid!
View; and by its vision bg Ch
inspired and guided to be ©
fourneying in its right patnh affairs of
even though it is tiny: thorny Don

and fear-inflicting. Atall imes  Lord giv
we ought to fearfu 1d g:e\r.yﬂl
¥  fearf Sk

throughout his fife on ea th;
that is why he did not sin
(1Pet, 2:22)- 4 was ever
obedig; e Father even
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